
Holywood Studio - Movies 
Martin Luther 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Olympia, WA

Scripture Verse: Romans 5:1   
“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained 
access to this grace in which we stand.” !
Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:8 (NRSV)!
"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God." !
Bonus Verse: Psalm 46:1 (NRSV)!
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 

Purpose: 
Watch segments of the documentary, “The Luther Legacy” and discuss the portions 
viewed. 

Supplies: 
• Video - “Luther Legacy” published in 1998 by the Lutheran Film Associates. 

Objectives: 
At the end of this workshop students will: 

1) be able to differentiate between Martin Luther and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
2) be able to place the Reformation Movement in time as compared to 

Columbus’ voyage in 1492. 
3) understand that Martin Luther began the Reformation Movement that resulted 

in a wide variety of Protestant denominations.  This movement began with 
Luther’s 95 Theses, or reasons. 

4) identify that the Lutheran Church is founded on Martin Luther’s Biblical 
teachings. 

5) understand that Martin Luther sought to reform the Roman Catholic Church, 
not leave it.  He called on the church to reform based on his Biblical studies 
and his own experience with freedom of faith.  He wrote about these in his 95 
Theses.  He nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Wittenburg Cathedral, as 
was customary for opening debate.  He didn’t realize that this action would 
start the Protestant Reformation.  

6) understand that what makes us Lutheran is our belief in “Justification by 
grace through faith for Christ’s sake.”        Romans 5:1 

7) know that Luther and other reformers often encouraged people to read the 
Bible for themselves.  

8) be able to repeat the memory verse.  !
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!
Advance Preparation: 
•  Preview the movie and make sure you are familiar with how the equipment in the movie room 

works. 
• Read the background information and watch the video Bible study.  www.GloriaDeiKids.org 
• If popcorn is not the pre-popped variety, pop it ahead of time. 
• Pray for the children you will be working with each week, and know that you are a blessing to 

all of us! !
Opening: 
1.  Introduce yourself and welcome everyone!  Shepherds will take attendance and 
welcome students who arrive later. !
2.  Ask if any one has heard of a person named Martin Luther?  Use the white 
board or chart paper to write what they say.  If they start talking about MLK, Jr. do 
correct them and let them know that there is another Martin Luther, and the Lutheran 
church is named after him, it’s his story that we will be hearing today. !
(Expect that students will know more as the rotation progresses and that there will be 
less confusion between Martin Luther and Martin Luther King, Jr.  These differences will 
be discussed in another workshop in more detail.) !
3.  Explain that you are going to show parts of a 1953 movie about Martin Luther.  
It’s in black and white, and from time to time, a narrator will pop in and out.  The narrator 
parts are in color.  We’ll be talking as we go and at the end of the movie, but want to 
make sure we have time to see the whole thing so let’s get started with prayer. !
4.  Prayer:  Dear God,  Thank you for loving each of us.  Thank you for the Bible so that 
we may read your Word.  Thank you for people like Martin Luther that study the Bible 
and help us learn more about you.  Bless our time together today.  Amen. !
5.  Set the expectation that when you start the film you will be passing out pop corn, 
and students should help that happen in a quiet, respectful manner. !
6.  Talking points:  There are several parts during the film where there is action and no 
talking - like when Martin is REALLY nervous about his first mass/doing communion.  As 
you become familiar with this film and are able to catch these spots, let the kids know 
what’s going on. !
Point out that at the beginning of the movie - music an worship scenes are all in Latin.  
At the end they are in the language of the people. !
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When Luther writes in his Bible - “sola” - alone - point out to kids that Luther writes in 
his Bible, just like we are encouraging our kids to do. - To note places that are 
important and meaningful to them.   !
Ponder with them, how would Luther’s 95 Theses be published today?? !
This comment may or may not come up, but it’s a good one: !
There are good guys and bad guys.  Luther - a hero to protestants for some 500 
years - is an outlaw and a rebel in his time.  He is a good guy to some and a bad guy to 
others.  And, other good guys of the time, the highest authorities of both government 
and religion suddenly become bad guys to Luther and his followers when they declared 
him an outlaw. !
Luther made a stand on conscience that is amount the most significant and 
pivotal in history.  He could not recant, or take back what the Bible was saying.  He 
said, “Here I stand.  I can do no other.”  People in his day had been burned at the stake 
for saying such things so this put Luther’s life in danger. !
Why couldn’t Luther stand with the theologians at Augsburg?  He was still under 
the Emperor’s band who declared LUthera n outlaw a Worms.  /Verms/ !
What is a catechism and what purpose did Luther have in mind for it?  (This 
should be especially pointed out as children will be in confirmation in a few years.)   !
Answer:  Luther insists that believers, BEGINNING with CHILDREN, should be 
educated in faith.  He set forth questions and answers as a teaching tool to help create, 
through memorization, an understanding of the 10 Commandments, the Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the Sacraments.  It was his way of bringing the church school into 
the home where parents were to rehouse their children in what the catechism says. !
Luther’s Hair:  The circle was the hair cut of a monk.  Notice how he let his hari grow 
when eh’s in exile, translating the Bible. !
Luther’s Big spiritual question:  How can I satisfy and angry God? !
HUGE NOTE HERE: 
After the scene where Luther does his first Mass, he goes out in the garden area with 
the priest or vicar or someone higher up than him, and confesses his sins - he talks 
about how he can’t love God, that he can’t do right etc.  This is a really intense scene 
and it’s up close and personal.  We almost took it out.  We don’t want kids to leave with 
the message that God is angry, or that we can’t love God.  You could even talk over 
this part and say here’s where Luther was really thinking hard, and hand’t studied 
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all of the Bible yet.  Wait till you see how happy he is later after he has read the 
Bible and learned that God loves him - no matter what! !!
Class Ends at 10:45 - or that’s when Closing starts in the Choir Room.  You could allow 
some transition tie between the two rooms.  You could also keep the discussion going if 
the kids are into it.  Your call. !
The movie is 33 minutes and 15 seconds long. !
Following the Movie: 
Hand out the Faith Journal Sheets and discuss the questions on them: 

1)  Luther said, “Here I stand.  I can do no other.”  What was Luther standing up for? 
2) What is something that you stand up for?  How come? 
3) What would you have done if you were Luther? !

Read through the memory verse with students:  Ephesians 2:8 !
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is at 
the gift of God.” !
What do students think this means? !!
Thank them for coming to class today and close with prayer. !
Lord Jesus, you died on the cross to save each of us.  Forgive us when we make 
mistakes, and help us to find ways of showing your love to others.  Be with us this week 
at home, at school, and at play.  Amen. !
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